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L -_Good aftemoon, my name is Lelah Campo and I am the Pre51dent of the Connectrcut Assocrated Burlders and e e
. Contractors (CT ABC) a large state-wrde membershlp association representrng a wrde varrety of members ﬁom R
wosome. of the largest construction firms:i in the state; to smaller famrly—owned firms. Qur members want to see our. :
e .umvers1ty plO_]eCtS burlt successfully, on time, under budget and using ‘a fair and open brddmg process where both
o '§ _ .umon and non-unron contraetors and umon and non— 'mon workers can compete R NS '

i We know that you have many challenges ahead of you as you work o get our state ﬁnanc;ally on track We know St
:fthat pressure is bemg apphed during: this. confusmg time to vote in.favor of union- only project labor agreements SR
i (PLAS) for our: state university. prc)Jects As you begm tor dehberate the. best course of actron 1t tS lmportant to _' e
L _-consrder grave 1mpact thls would have for our local _contractors and thelr employees e % S

NG .--'_Some clalm that a PLA wrl] guarantee that Ioca] workers would be emp]oyed on these: unrversny pro;ects .however S
- that'statement is mrsleadmg -Not only. have many: PLA projects had out of state workers on them, PLA supporters _
e ‘_'often negiect to point.out Pro_}ect Labor Agreements aetualiy dlscrlmmate agamst Iocal workers that do not belong
Sk -_to a umon by shuttmg them out of the Jobsne altogether R Y S

e _"_:',._'Only a few projects each year go PLA The vast majorrty of prOJects both prlvate and pubhe are burlt open and i
i 'competrtrvely wrth both unron and non—umon craftspeOple labormg atong srde of each other wrthout lssue __: L i

T '_-The State of Connectrcut has in place a quaht‘ catron process in whrch contractors must be pre-quahﬁed before
S ."-'they can bid on a pubhc prOJeet This process involves ‘bonding: capacrty, _transparency for pohtlcal donations; -
previous work experrence -and'a review of their key staff = all to ensure that the taxpayer money is ‘being spent

o wisely: The pre- quahﬁcatron standards. prevent'any. contractors union or open shop, from obtammg a contract”’

. without the: properstate certrt" cation. The: pre-quahﬁcatlon process makes 1t vrrtually 1mp0551b1e 0 have a contract R

EE F.'awarded toa contractor w1thout due dihgence ST I S

L :.:':_:Not only do PLAs shut 1oca1 workers out from pro_]ects they aiso cost more It is s1rnp1e When a eontraetor can_ S
. use his workforce they are forced to.choose not to bld a pro;ect Less bldders equates 10 less competrtron and
S _h1gher project costs for Connectrcut tax payers : e N S

..':i ':_ ':Takmg all the facts 1nto account Connectrcut Assocrated Bullders and Contractors firmly beheves that PLAs woutd = i
G be detr]mental o our Umversrty pI‘O_]CCtS by. decreasmg competltron mereasmg the’ costs, and drscrlmmatmg agamst_‘- en
) '.f':-local contractors We strong]y oppose SB 987 that would mandate a. PLA on: these taxpayer p]‘O_}eCtS SR R

B '-In an. cra where both umon and non umon contractors ﬁnd themselves in the same boat where one prOJect can mean-- :'
S the, difference.of a firm makmg itor closmg the doors we thmk both types of ent1t1es deserve the same opportumty STRIAL L
'.'..onjobs thelrtax doliarsfund : ST RN o R e




